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River Community Church, Rotation Model Lesson Plan, “Saul on the Road to Damascus” 
This lesson was written by Amy Crane for River Community Church in Prairieville, Louisiana.  
Copyright 2003 Amy Crane. Permission granted to freely distribute and use, provided the copyright mes-
sage is included.  Adapted for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church by Beth Tobin, August 2006. 

The Conversion of Saul 

MOVIE WORKSHOP 

Scripture: Acts 9: 1-19 (Acts 5:12 - 8:3, Acts 9:20-25) 

Memory Verse: Psalm 25:4  (NIV) 

"Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me Your path guide me in your truth and 
teach me, for you are God my Savior."   

WORKSHOP SUMMARY: The children will learn about Saul as they watch Ani-
mated Stories from the New Testament: Saul of Tarsus. They will also go on a 
treasure hunt and discover that without Jesus they are going the wrong way. 

Objectives for the rotation 
At the end of the rotation, the students will: 
 •  be able to find Acts and know it is a history of the early Christian church.        
 •  understand that anyone can be called to do God’s work.        
 •  Know the story of Saul’s persecution of Christians and his conversion on        
     the Road to Damascus.        
 •  be able to contrast Saul before and after his experience on the road.        
 •  be able to repeat the memory verse.        

Additional objectives for the Movie Workshop  
At the end of the session, the students will  
•   know some of the background about Saul and the persecution of the early 
    Christians leading up to the focus story. 
•   know that without Jesus we are going the wrong way. 
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Teacher preparation in advance:  

•  Read the scripture passages and lesson plan and view the Bible Study online 
at www.GloriaDeiKids.org.  

•  Prepare a closing prayer.  

•  Learn the memory verse. 

•  Preview the video. Be familiar with the places where the video should be 
stopped for discussion. (From Neil MacQueen’s “Two Most Important SHOW-
ING TIPS: 1.) Use the PAUSE button. It’s your most powerful ‘video’ teaching 
tool. 2.) Don’t be afraid to view an important scene a second time. Kids (and 
adults) watch movies over and over all the time.”) 

•  Read additional scripture as background for this workshop: Acts 5:12 - 8:3, 
Acts 9:20-25. The video includes these stories from Acts and being familiar 
with the Scripture will help you answer any questions that may arise. 

•  Prepare two sets of treasure clues or treasure maps. The first set leads to 
nothing (make sure the real treasure is not easily found when the children dis-
cover there is nothing where the first set of clues leads). For example, the false 
set could say, “Look under the the third row, second seat from the door wall.”  
The true clue could say, “Look behind the projector case in the back of the 
room.” The treasure should be something small like stickers or candy attached 
to a card with a message. Make sure there is enough for each child. NOTE: 
you will probably need a different set and hiding place each week as the chil-
dren may tell siblings where they found the treasure. Or make them promise to 
keep it secret. 

•  Consider the age level adjustments needed each week (those included in the 
lesson plan and your own). Confer with the Shepherd on “Stretchers” to use, 
especially with the youngest children. 

•  For questions on this lesson plan, contact a Design Team Member. The design 
of this workshop is very intentional. The activities and discussion questions for 
this workshop were designed to meet the goals of the entire rotation and the 
educational objectives of the Rotation Model (tm). While we feel it is important 
to follow the serendipitous leading of the Holy Spirit, please do not change the 
lesson plan without consulting a Design Team member.  

•  Check out the room before your first Sunday workshop so that you know where 
everything is located. Make sure you know how to operate the DVD/VCR play-
er and projection system. 
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Room set-up: 
Hide the “treasure” where it won’t be easily spotted. 

Supply List 
•  Video: Animated Stories from the New Testament: Saul of Tarsus. Dallas: Ani-

mated Bible Stories II, Ltd. Partnership, 1990. (Available through Nest Video: 
http://www.nestfamily.com/nmacqueen .) About 25 minutes long. 

•  Popcorn served in cups; hand wipes. 
•  Two sets of treasure hunt clues (see Advance Preparation) and a treasure for 

each child (candy or stickers in a big envelope or small box). 
•  Shiny gold sticker memento - optional 

PRESENTATION: 
OPEN: 
Welcome and Introductions:  
Greet the children and introduce yourself. Wear your name-tag. (Remember, you 
are interacting with a different group of students each week who may not know 
you.) Make sure the children are wearing name-tags. 

Please open with prayer and begin the lesson at 10:05.  This will help the stu-
dents transition into their time of learning.  Students will be arriving and interact-
ing with their shepherd(s) between 10:00 and 10:05. 

“We are going to begin today with a treasure hunt. You will need to work together 
to find it.” Give the children the clue or series of clues to follow, but when they get 
to the end, they will find nothing. Have them sit down again. 

“Were you able to find the treasure? How did that make you feel?” 

“I bet you felt cheated! You did what you were supposed to do. You followed the 
clues/map that promised to lead you to treasure, and there wasn’t any. 

“The map/clues you followed wasn’t the right way at all, was it? You were actually 
going the wrong way, even though you thought you were going the right way.  
Today, we are going to hear a story about a man who was going the wrong way. 
It was just like he was following a map/clues that led to nowhere, just like you did 
in our game. We are going to learn that without Jesus we are going the wrong 
way.” 

“Today, we will be learning about Saul/Paul and how he changed from persecut-
ing the followers of Jesus to becoming a follower himself. Paul became known as 
one of the greatest missionaries.” 
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Read the scripture: Acts 8:1-3, 9:10-25. If this is one of the early weeks of the 
rotation, briefly fill in the story between the scripture selections read. Watching 
the video will fill in more details. (Encourage the children to use their Bibles in 
looking up verses: “Acts follows the four Gospels in the New Testament. To find 
the Gospels, open the Bible in the middle and then open the second half in the 
middle - you should end up in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John; these names are at 
the top of each page in bold print. Keep turning pages until you see ‘Acts’ at the 
top of the page. Then look for the big number 8.” ) 

DIG: 
Application:  

Say, “Before we begin the video, I need to tell you about an error in the video: the 
man we are learning about was given the name “Saul” by his parents. We often 
refer to him as “Paul.” The video says that his name was changed from Saul to 
Paul to show he was a new person in Christ. It is true that he was a new person 
in Christ, BUT THAT IS NOT WHY HIS NAME WAS CHANGED. Later in his life, 
he spent much of his time traveling and doing mission work throughout the    
Roman Empire where Latin was spoken. “Paul” is the Latin name he went by. It is 
common even today for missionaries, businessmen and students to take another 
name in the language of the people they are now living and working with so that 
it will be easier for those people to remember and say. So now you know more 
than many grownups, including the ones who made this video.” 

MOVIE BACKGROUND INFO for the teacher:   
We will not be showing the stoning of Stephen portion of this movie to younger 
children.  The following will help set up the movie, and I’ve left all the descriptions 
here to help you, the teacher, in understanding why these things are in the 
movie.  It will be important for students to understand the term ‘persecuted.’  One 
way to relate this to younger children is to relate it to teasing or bullying that ends 
up out of control. 

“A bit of background before we watch the video: many of you will remember the 
story of Pentecost, another story from the book of Acts. The Holy Spirit came to 
the disciples and other followers of Jesus who were gathered together 50 days 
after his death and resurrection. The Holy Spirit enabled them to then take the 
Good News about Jesus to the ends of the earth. But the same people who killed 
Jesus were still unhappy about these people who they felt were not following the 
Law of Moses. So the new Christians were persecuted. One of these early Chris-
tians, a man named Stephen, was stoned to death for believing in Christ. He is 
considered to be the first martyr, a person who died for Jesus. That trial and ston-
ing take place at the beginning of the video to show you what life was like and 
that Saul was not alone in persecuting the Christians.” 
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While you’re watching the video, notice Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, a rabbi; 
he is shown wearing a green cloak and has a white beard. He does not agree 
with what Stephen and the others have been saying about Jesus being the 
Christ, but he offers wise advice to the leaders, the Sanhedrin: “So my advice is, 
leave these men alone. If they are teaching and doing these things merely on 
their own, it will soon be overthrown. But if it is of God, you will not be able to 
stop them. You may even find yourselves fighting against God.” (Acts 5:38-39) 
Gamaliel’s advice was to ignore the Christians, because if what they were saying 
was untrue, people would eventually stop listening to them. The leaders ignored 
his advice.  

Caiaphas is leading the trial of Stephen and the persecution of the Christians; he 
is shown wearing a red hat and has a black beard. You may remember Caiaphas 
from the trial of Jesus in the Easter story. 

Stephen gives his testimony and sees Jesus. He is accused of blasphemy — 
speaking irreverently of God, lacking respect. This is punishable by death, and so 
Stephen is killed. 

Saul is present at the stoning of Stephen. He did not throw stones to help kill 
Stephen, but he held people’s coats and watched and approved of what was 
done. 

After Saul sees the bright light/Jesus on the road, he stays in Damascus with a 
man named Judas. This is NOT the same Judas who betrayed Jesus. 

Showing the Movie: 
Pass out wipes, and popcorn. Start the video at the beginning, but omit the ston-
ing scene for younger children. 

STOP the video after Caiaphas says to Gamaliel, “Sometimes I wonder whose 
side you are on.”  

Q Why does Gamaliel advise his student Saul to “beware, lest you find yourself 
fighting against God”? 

Q Gamaliel says, “So my advice is, leave these men alone. If they are teaching 
and doing these things merely on their own, it will soon be overthrown. But if it is 
of God, you will not be able to stop them. You may even find yourselves fighting 
against God.” (Acts 5: 38-39) I wonder what Gamaliel means by that? 
Q Do you think Gamaliel is a Christian? 
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Notice that Saul truly believes he is upholding God’s law in what he is doing. 
Any questions so far? 
Start the video again. 
STOP the video after Gamaliel says to Saul, “I wonder if God is really happy 
about that?” 
Q What do you think? Is God happy about it? What do you think Saul’s response 
will be? 
Q Gamaliel also said to Saul, “I taught you to fight [against ignorance] with pa-
tience and kindness.” I wonder what he meant? 
Q Is Saul serving God? Does Saul believe he is serving God? 
Any questions about the story so far? 
Start the video again. 
STOP the video after Saul says “I’m blind” after the appearance. 
Q Why does Jesus say Saul is persecuting him (Jesus)? Saul is persecuting oth-
er people — Jesus is not there! 
Notice how the two traveling with Saul react in different ways. Start the video 
again. 
STOP the video after Ananias agrees to baptize Saul and one of Saul’s fellow 
travelers calls him a traitor and leaves. 
Q Did Ananias think Saul was the sort of person Jesus would choose? 
Q Why does Ananias go to see Saul, even though he has heard about what terri-
ble things Saul did to believers? 
Q Why does Saul ask to be baptized? 
Q I wonder why one of the men who had been traveling on the road to Damascus 
with Saul says it is “madness” and later calls Saul a “traitor”? 
Remind the children again about the name change error in the video; Saul was 
changed on the inside and it was not necessary to change outside things like his 
name. Start the video again. 
STOP the video after Saul is let out of the city in the basket and says, “Keep the 
faith.” (You will not show the rest of the video: we don’t want to further dilute our 
focus with the discussion of Saul/Paul’s work as a missionary that concludes the 
video.) 
Q Why did Saul have to leave the city in a basket? 
REFLECT: 
Pulling it all together (closing discussion): 
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(adapted from Educational Patterns for Children’s Ministry, “Lesson 47: Paul’s 
Conversion”) 

•  Saul was very religious and went to church. He was serving God. Was he go-
ing the wrong way? How? 

•  What was Saul like before he met Jesus? 

•  So you are saying Saul went to church and studied the Bible. But still he was 
mean and wanted to hurt people? How can that be? [he didn’t know Jesus and 
was going the wrong way] 

It’s not enough to go to church and to study the Bible. Even if we do those things, 
we can still be mean and want to hurt others. If we don’t know and love Jesus, 
going to church and reading our Bible is just like following a treasure map/clues 
with no treasure at the end. Without Jesus we are going the wrong way. 

Give the class the real treasure map or clues to find the surprise and have them 
share it. 

Review the memory verse.  

The following activity should take place if you have time.  If you do not have time, 
send the journal pages home with the students. 

Pass out the journal pages and pencils/markers. Suggestion: You may wish to 
give the children a sticker or some memento to stick on their journal page or 
hand as a reminder of the story or activity - perhaps treasure stickers or some-
thing shiny and gold. 

Journal Time:  
(Journal questions from “Paul on the Road to Damascus--from Brookhaven Church BibleMax Theater 
Workshop”) 

Older Children: Think of ways a person’s life is changed when they follow Christ. 
List them or write about one way Saul was changed. 

Younger Children: Write about or draw one way Saul’s life was changed.  

This is meant to be a time of reflection and introspection. Writing about faith 
helps clarify lessons. In addition to the suggested activity, children may draw pic-
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tures relating to today’s scripture or memory verse, list highlights of the day’s ac-
tivities, or rephrase the memory verse. The journal pages go home each week 
and are a tool families can use to talk about the lesson at home. 

You may want to provide an extra activity or worksheet for children who finish 
their journals quickly, such as coloring sheets, crossword puzzles, word search-
es, games. See the Workshop Leader’s Background Notes and rotation.org for 
ideas. 

Closing prayer:  
Pray that God will help each child present know Jesus so that they won’t be go-
ing the wrong way. 
(Be sensitive to anyone who may be searching and need someone to talk to 
about inviting Jesus into his/her heart.) 

Tidy and Dismissal:  
• Ask children to help tidy the room. Give any specific instructions for cleaning 

up. 
• Make sure their names and the date are on the journal pages. 
• Closing begins at 10:45 in the choir room upstairs.   

Additional Suggestions: 
You will need to decide how best to adjust the lesson for older and younger stu-
dents. Keep the children active and involved in the activity. Do what works for 
you and the children. Some ideas in addition to those included in the lesson plan 
itself: 

Younger Children: 
• For classes composed primarily of pre-readers, show the children how to find 
the passage in the Bible and then have them do it.   After everyone has found the 
passage, have them listen while you read. 
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Resources 

MacQueen, Neil. “A Brief Introduction to Teaching with Video.” Sunday School 
Software web site. http://www.sundaysoftware.com/video-tips.htm 

Marshall, Jan. “Paul on the Road to Damascus--from Brookhaven Church, 
BibleMax Theater” posting at rotation.org (source for journal questions). http://ro-
tation.infopop.cc/eve/forums?
q=Y&a=tpc&s=1206067121&f=8836088121&m=3556062651  
Lawler, Linda. Educational Patterns for Children’s Ministry. “Lesson 47: Paul’s 
Conversion.”(source of treasure hunt activity and discussion questions) http://
www.edupatterns.com/lesson_47.htm  

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copy-
right 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illi-
nois 60189. All rights reserved.
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